
usually have different kinds of side effects.

How do targeted drugs work?
Targeted drugs work by finding and 
targeting certain parts of cancer cells. 
Different targeted drugs can: 

•  Stop cancer cells from growing 

•  Change proteins in the cancer cells so 
the cells die 

•  Trigger the immune system to kill the 



Questions to ask
Here are some questions you can ask 
your doctor and health care team:

•  What type of targeted drug will I get? 

•  How often will I get treatment? 

•  Do I need to go somewhere to get  
my treatment? 

•  How long will my treatment last? 

•  Will my insurance pay for my treatment? 
How much will I have to pay? 

•  What side effects could I have? 

•  How can my side effects be managed 
and what can I do about them? 

•  Are there any special things I need to 
do to protect myself and others while 
getting treatment? 

•  When should I call the doctor or nurse?

For cancer information, day-to-day help, and support,  
call the American Cancer Society at 1-800-227-2345  

or visit us online at cancer.org/targetedtherapy.  
We’re here when you need us.
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