External radiation therapy uses strong beams of energy to kill cancer cells in a tumor.
Radiation therapy can cause side efects if normal cells around the tumor are damaged.

Some side efects are common for anyone getting radiation, like fatigue and skin problems.
But other side efects depend on what area of the body gets treated. Radiation therapy to the
lung can cause breathing problems. But radiation to the prostate might cause trouble peeing
because the bladder is near the prostate.

The side efects listed here ofen start a week or so afer your frst treatment. Most get better



