
After a Bladder 
Cancer Diagnosis

The bladder is an organ in the lower pelvic area (belly). The bladder stores urine, which is made by 
the kidneys. Urine is emptied from the bladder when you urinate (pee). If you have been told you 
have bladder cancer, you’ve probably already had exams, scans and x-rays, urine tests, and a biopsy 
(a test that takes some tissue to check for cancer). Other tests might have been done on the cancer 

Sometimes an opening in the skin is made to drain urine. 
This is called a urostomy. 

Other treatment can include radiation and medicines 
such as chemo, targeted drug therapy, or  
immunotherapy. Many times, more than one type  
of treatment is needed.

Be sure to ask:
•	 What is the goal of treatment? 
•	 What type of bladder cancer do I have? 
•	 Has the cancer invaded the muscle layer of  

the bladder? 
•	 What stage is my bladder cancer, and what does  

that mean? 
•	 Will I need more tests? 
•	 Can the cancer be removed completely? 
•	 Does my bladder need to be removed? If so, how  

will I pee after surgery?  
•	 If I need a catheter or other device to pee after  

surgery, how long will I have it? 

 



https://www.cancer.org/cancer/types/bladder-cancer.html

