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Can I Donate My Blood or Organs if I've
Had Cancer? 
Many cancer survivors want to help other people by becoming blood or organ donors.
It’s possible for many people who’ve had cancer to donate, but it varies by cancer type
and medical condition.
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The best way to find out if you are allowed to donate is to call your local blood donation
center. Donation centers may have different rules or waiting periods. 

Some cancer survivors who want to donate blood may worry that they might give cancer
to the person who is given their blood. There have been no reports of cancer spreading
to another person through a blood transfusion.

Here are some resources with more information on blood donation:

https://www.redcross.org/
https://americasblood.org/
https://www.aabb.org/
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Age●

Even if someone is not allowed to donate organs, they may still be able to donate other
tissues such as skin or corneas.

If the organs from a deceased person might be acceptable, a health care professional
or donation specialist will always speak with the person’s family or next of kin first. If you
haven’t signed up as an organ donor, your next of kin must give permission before any
tissues or organs can be donated. Talk to your family about what you want to happen to
your organs.

Here are some resources with more information on organ and tissue donation:

UNOS (United Network for Organ Sharing)8
●

Donate Life America9
●

Gift of Life Donor Program10
●

Human Resources & Services Administration (HRSA)11
●

Eye Bank Association of America12
●
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Written by

The American Cancer Society medical and editorial content team
(https://www.cancer.org/cancer/acs-medical-content-and-news-staff.html)

Our team is made up of doctors and oncology certified nurses with deep knowledge of
cancer care as well as editors and translators with extensive experience in medical
writing.

American Cancer Society medical information is copyrighted material. For reprint
requests, please see our Content Usage Policy (www.cancer.org/about-
us/policies/content-usage.html).

cancer.org | 1.800.227.2345

5

/cancer/acs-medical-content-and-news-staff.html
/about-us/policies/content-usage.html
/about-us/policies/content-usage.html
/about-us/policies/content-usage.html

	Can I Donate My Blood or Organs if I've Had Cancer? 
	Can I be a blood donor if I've had cancer?  
	Can I be an organ donor if I've had cancer?  
	Hyperlinks
	References
	Written by



